A HAUNTED BEAUTY.                   a?

father exclaimed, in dismay : "Ha! this is something
new, and a thing that has never occurred before.
And what can be the matter now? O son of a
King! she must have fallen in love with thee, as
well indeed she might, for thy beauty and thy youth.
And doubtless it has grieved her soul, to think of
thy approaching end. But alas ! alas! this is worse
than all. For now, if thou fallest a victim, as
cannot fail to be the case, like all thy predecessors,
she will herself not survive thee: and then, in-
deed, there is an end of all. For as long as she
was left to be married, there was still a shadow
of hope behind.

And he began to ramble about, wringing his
hands for grief. But Aja said to himself, with joy:
Ha! this was all I wanted, if only it be true. And
he said to the King : 0 King, it will be time enough
to afflict thyself for her death or ior mine, when
we have actually died. But count me, in the mean-
time, as thy son-in-law : and be under no anxiety
as to the fate of thy ancestors. For I will guarantee
their good condition : and this very night, I will
rid thee of the evil demon that molests her. And
to-morrow, I will take this hand, and lead her round
the firer.

r That is, marry hei.